Marginal mandibulectomy in oral cancer surgery: a 13-year experience.
The management of the mandible when dealing with oral cavity cancer is still controversial. In this article, we present our experience with marginal mandibulectomy over a 13-year period. We retrospectively evaluated 56 patients who underwent marginal mandibulectomy between 1990 and 2002. Mean age at surgery was 60.3 + or - 9.5 SD years. Neither intraoperative nor perioperative deaths were observed. Infiltration of the resected bone was detected in only one patient (1.8%). Fracture of the mandible was a complication in only one patient (1.8%). Eight patients (14.3%) presented a local and/or regional recurrence. Distant metastases were diagnosed in two patients (3.6%). The 5-year overall and disease-specific survival rates were 60.7 and 77.3%, respectively. Marginal mandibulectomy allows to conduct the resection in a safe tissue or to excise tumors of the floor of the mouth with a limited involvement of the alveolar periosteum. Whenever the tumor is close to the mandible or when it adheres to the alveolar periosteum, marginal mandibulectomy offers the possibility to perform an oncologically sound procedure.